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Class 7 (SSC) - History-CivicS (NEEEEE -EEEEEEEEEEEEN)

Maharashtra Before the Times of Shivaji Maharaj

Chapter 4: Maharashtra Before the Times of Shivaji Maharaj - Topic 1

Key Concept

Maharashtra was divided among Deccan sultanates like Bijapur and Ahmednagar, who ruled through
appointed local administrators.

The region saw a mix of cultures and administrative practices, with Persian influences in governance
combined with local Marathi traditions.

Many Maratha families served as administrators, soldiers, and officials under these sultanates, gaining
valuable political and military experience.

This experience under sultanate rule later proved valuable when Marathas, led by Shivaji Maharaj,
began establishing independent power.

Quick Revision Notes

Maharashtra divided among Deccan sultanates.
Ruled through appointed local administrators.

Mix of Persian governance, local Marathi traditions.
Maratha families served as administrators, soldiers.
This gave political, military experience.

This experience helped later independence efforts.
Marathas later established independent power.
Shivaji Maharaj led this transition.

Practice Questions

Research the administrative structure under Deccan sultanates.
Discuss the cultural mix in pre-Shivaji Maharashtra.

Discuss the roles Maratha families held.

Discuss how this experience helped later Maratha rule.
Research a Maratha family serving a sultanate.

Explain the connection between this era and Shivaji's rise.
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