Class 7 - Social Science

Science, Art and Culture Under the Guptas
Chapter 7: The Gupta Era: An Age of Tireless Creativity - Topic 2

Key Concept

In science, besides Aryabhata's contributions, Gupta-era scholars advanced medicine, metallurgy (like
the rust-resistant Iron Pillar of Delhi), and astronomy.

Gupta art featured intricate temple architecture, with the Nagara style of temple building beginning to
develop, characterised by curved towers (shikharas).

Sanskrit literature flourished, with works like the Panchatantra (moral fables) and plays by Kalidasa
becoming classics still read and performed today.

This flourishing of science, art, and culture under the Guptas reflects a period of stability, prosperity, and
royal patronage that allowed creative and intellectual pursuits to thrive.

Quick Revision Notes

o Gupta scholars advanced medicine, metallurgy and astronomy.
e The Iron Pillar of Delhi shows advanced Gupta metallurgy.

o The Nagara style of temple architecture developed.

¢ Nagara style features curved towers (shikharas).

¢ The Panchatantra fables come from this period.

o Kalidasa's plays are Sanskrit literature classics.

« Stability and royal patronage supported these achievements.

e This legacy is still celebrated in India today.

Practice Questions

Research the Iron Pillar of Delhi.

Learn about the Nagara temple architecture style.
Read a short fable from the Panchatantra.
Research one of Kalidasa's works.

Discuss why royal patronage helped culture flourish.
Create a poster showing Gupta-era achievements.
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