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Formation of Early States
Chapter 4: New Beginnings: Cities and States · Topic 2

Key Concept

As agriculture and trade grew, communities became wealthier and larger, requiring leaders to organise

defence, resolve disputes, and manage resources.

Early states often developed around a strong ruler or dynasty, who controlled territory, collected taxes,

and maintained an army for protection and expansion.

The formation of early states, like the Mahajanapadas in ancient India, marked a shift from tribal

societies to more centralised, organised political systems.

Understanding how early states formed helps us see the origins of government, law, and administration

that continue to shape political systems today.

Quick Revision Notes

• Early states formed as societies became more complex.

• Growing wealth and population required organised leadership.

• Early states developed around a ruler or dynasty.

• Rulers controlled territory, collected taxes and maintained armies.

• The Mahajanapadas were early states in ancient India.

• Early states marked a shift from tribal to organised systems.

• This shift laid foundations for government and law.

• Understanding this helps us see the origins of political systems.

Practice Questions

1 Research the Mahajanapadas of ancient India.

2 Discuss why leadership became necessary as societies grew.

3 Explain the role of an early ruler.

4 Compare tribal societies and early states.

5 Discuss how early states relate to modern government.

6 Research one early state and its features.


