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The French Revolution and Nationalism
Chapter 1: The Rise of Nationalism in Europe · Topic 1

Key Concept

The revolution introduced the idea that a nation belonged to its citizens, not a monarch, promoting

concepts of liberty, equality, and fraternity that inspired nationalist movements elsewhere.

Napoleon's conquests, following the revolution, spread revolutionary ideas across Europe, even as his

rule was often oppressive, unintentionally encouraging nationalist resistance in conquered territories.

The introduction of a common language, law codes, and administrative systems during and after the

revolution helped create a stronger sense of shared national identity in France.

These revolutionary ideas about nationhood and citizenship significantly influenced 19th-century

nationalist movements across Europe, including the unification movements in Germany and Italy.

Quick Revision Notes

• The French Revolution occurred in 1789.

• It introduced the idea that nations belong to citizens.

• It promoted liberty, equality and fraternity.

• Napoleon's conquests spread revolutionary ideas across Europe.

• Napoleon's oppressive rule also encouraged nationalist resistance.

• Common language and law helped create French national identity.

• These ideas influenced 19th-century nationalist movements.

• They influenced the unification of Germany and Italy.

Practice Questions

1 Research the key ideas of the French Revolution.

2 Discuss how Napoleon spread revolutionary ideas.

3 Explain the concept of 'liberty, equality, fraternity'.

4 Research how national identity was built in France.

5 Discuss the connection between the French Revolution and later nationalism.

6 Create a timeline linking the French Revolution to European nationalism.


