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Class 9 - Social Science

Impact on Forest Communities

Chapter 4: Forest Society and Colonialism - Topic 2

Key Concept

Restrictions on forest access disrupted traditional livelihoods based on hunting, gathering, shifting
cultivation, and collecting forest produce like honey and medicinal plants.

Many forest communities were displaced or relocated due to forest reserves, national parks, or
commercial projects, losing their ancestral homes and traditional ways of life.

Despite these challenges, forest communities often possess valuable traditional ecological knowledge
about plants, animals, and sustainable resource use, which is increasingly recognised today.

Modern efforts, like the Forest Rights Act of 2006, aim to recognise and restore some traditional rights
of forest communities, balancing conservation with community needs.

Quick Revision Notes

Forest policies affected communities' traditional livelihoods.
Livelihoods included hunting, gathering and collecting forest produce.
Many communities were displaced by reserves or projects.
Displacement caused loss of ancestral homes.

Forest communities have valuable ecological knowledge.

This knowledge covers plants, animals and sustainable use.

The Forest Rights Act (2006) aims to restore some rights.

This balances conservation with community needs.

Practice Questions

Research the Forest Rights Act of 2006.

Discuss how displacement affects forest communities.

Explain what traditional ecological knowledge means.

Research a forest community and their traditional practices.
Discuss why balancing conservation and community rights matters.
Debate how modern policy could better support forest communities.
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