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Citizens' Role in Governance
Chapter 18: The State, the Government, and You · Topic 2

Key Concept

Voting in elections is one of the most important ways citizens participate in governance, choosing

representatives who will make decisions on their behalf.

Citizens can also engage in governance by participating in public consultations, writing to

representatives, or joining community organisations that advocate for change.

Holding officials accountable involves staying informed about government actions, and using tools like

the Right to Information (RTI) Act to seek transparency.

Active citizen participation strengthens democracy, ensuring that governance reflects the needs and

wishes of the people rather than just those in power.

Quick Revision Notes

• Voting is a key way citizens participate in governance.

• Citizens choose representatives through voting.

• Citizens can join public consultations or community organisations.

• Writing to representatives is another form of participation.

• The RTI Act helps citizens seek government transparency.

• Staying informed helps hold officials accountable.

• Active participation strengthens democracy.

• Governance should reflect the needs of the people.

Practice Questions

1 Discuss why voting is important in a democracy.

2 Research the RTI Act and its purpose.

3 Discuss another way citizens can participate in governance.

4 Explain why holding officials accountable matters.

5 Discuss how you could participate in your community's governance.

6 Research a citizen-led initiative that created change.


