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Key Concept

The Company used policies like the Subsidiary Alliance, where Indian rulers accepted British protection

but lost control over their armies and foreign policy.

The Doctrine of Lapse allowed the British to annex kingdoms when rulers died without a male heir,

further expanding British territory.

Wars against powers like the Marathas and Mysore (under Tipu Sultan) extended British control over

large parts of India.

By the mid-19th century, the British East India Company controlled or influenced most of the Indian

subcontinent, either directly or through allied rulers.

Quick Revision Notes

• The Subsidiary Alliance gave rulers protection but reduced independence.

• Rulers lost control of armies and foreign policy.

• The Doctrine of Lapse allowed annexation without a male heir.

• This expanded British territory.

• Wars against the Marathas and Mysore extended control.

• Tipu Sultan ruled Mysore.

• By the mid-19th century, British influence covered most of India.

• This was through direct rule or allied rulers.

Practice Questions

1 Research the Subsidiary Alliance policy.

2 Research the Doctrine of Lapse and an affected kingdom.

3 Research Tipu Sultan and Mysore's resistance.

4 Discuss the wars against the Marathas.

5 Create a timeline of British expansion after Plassey.

6 Discuss why these policies caused resentment.


