Class 9 (SSC) - English (Second Language)

A Prayer for My Country (Poem)

Chapter 1: A Prayer for My Country (Poem) - Topic 1

Key Concept

The poem uses prayer-like language to express hopes and wishes for the country's prosperity, peace,
and unity among its diverse people.

It reflects themes of patriotism, calling on citizens and a higher power to protect the nation from division,
poverty, and injustice.

The poet uses vivid imagery and rhythmic language to create an emotional, prayerful tone throughout
the poem.

This poem encourages readers to reflect on their role in nation-building and the importance of unity and
progress for their country.

Quick Revision Notes

« Poem: prayer-like language for nation's well-being.
o Expresses hopes for prosperity, peace, unity.

o Themes: patriotism, protection from division.

¢ Also from poverty and injustice.

o Vivid imagery, rhythmic language used.

o Creates an emotional, prayerful tone.

o Encourages reflection on nation-building role.

o Emphasises unity and progress importance.

Practice Questions

Read the poem aloud with expression.

Discuss the poem's main message.

Identify an example of imagery in the poem.
Discuss what unity means in the poem's context.
Write your own short prayer for your community.
Discuss the poem's emotional tone.
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