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Key Concept

Newspapers and journals in various Indian languages allowed reformers to discuss and debate social

issues like caste discrimination, women's education, and religious reform.

Print media played a crucial role in spreading nationalist sentiments, informing people about

independence movements, and connecting people across India with shared ideas.

Access to printed materials also empowered women and marginalised groups, who could access new

knowledge and ideas even if formal education opportunities were limited.

However, colonial authorities sometimes tried to control print media through censorship laws, fearing its

power to spread anti-colonial and reformist ideas among the population.

Quick Revision Notes

• Print culture spread ideas about religion, reform and nationalism.

• Newspapers discussed caste discrimination and women's education.

• Print media spread nationalist sentiments widely.

• It connected people across India with shared ideas.

• Printed materials empowered women and marginalised groups.

• This happened even with limited formal education access.

• Colonial authorities sometimes censored print media.

• Censorship aimed to control anti-colonial and reformist ideas.

Practice Questions

1 Research a social reform discussed in an Indian newspaper historically.

2 Discuss how print media supported nationalism.

3 Research a nationalist leader who used print media.

4 Explain why colonial authorities censored print.

5 Discuss how print empowered marginalised groups.

6 Research a historical Indian newspaper and its impact.


